Feltham Evangelical Church Newsletter: August 2026

A Bible-based church making known the Christian Faith

w/c 26™ July

Sun 26" 9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Samson Kalu)

Sun 26"10.20.am. - Grace Kids (Tonya and Uju)

Sun 26"11.00.am. - Morning Worship; (Philip Venables)
Sun 26" 5.15.pm. - Equip;“Personal Devotions”

Tues 28™ 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting. (on zoom)

Wed 29" 7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible Study (Hosea 1:1-11)
Thurs 30" 6.30 am. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

Fri 311 9.15.am. - Prayer Meeting

Fri 311 10.00.am to midday - The Way Cafe

Sat 11 8.00.am. - Saturday Morning Studies for Men
Sat 1" 10.30.am. - Evangelism

Sat 11 9:00.pm. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

w/c 2™ August

Sun 2™ 9.30.am. - Lord's Supper (Johnathan Swaffer)
Sun 2™ 11.00.am. - Morning Worship (Paul Biddle)
Sun 2™ 5.15.pm. - Together

Tues 4™ 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

Wed 5™ 7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible Study (Hosea 2:1-13)
Thurs 6% 6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

Fri 7" 9.15.am. - Prayer Meeting

Fri 7" 10.00.am to midday - The Way Cafe

Sat 8" 10.30.am. - Evangelism

Sat 8™ 9.00.pm. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

w/c 9™ August

Sun 9™ 9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Jo Miguel de Oliviera)
Sun 9" 11.00.am. - Morning Worship. (Philip Venables)
Sun 9" 1.00.pm. - Fellowship Lunch

Tues 11" 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

Wed 12" 7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible Study ( (Jo Miguel De Oliviera)

Thurs 13" 6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)
Sat 15" 9.30.am. - Ladies Foraging Walk
Sat 15" 10.30.am. - Evangelism

Calendar

Sat 15" 9.00.pm. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

w/c 16™ August

Sun 16" 9.30.am. - Time to Study (Song of Songs)

Sun 16™ 11.00.am. - Morning Worship. (Johnathan Swaffer)
Sun 16" 5.15.pm. - Lord's Supper (Philip Venables)

Tues 18" 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom).

Wed 19" 7.30.pm. - Gospel Partner Prayer / Bible Study (Johnathan Swaffer)
Thurs 20" 6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

Sat 22" 10.30.am. - Evangelism

Sat 22" 5.00.pm. - Baptism

Sat 22" 9.00.pm. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

w/c 23" August

Sun 23 9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Paul Biddle)

Sun 23 11.00.am. - Morning Worship; (Philip Venables)
Sun 23" 5.15.pm. - Equip; The Lord’s Supper: What is it about?
Tues 25" 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting. (on zoom)

Wed 26™ 7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible Study (Hosea 2:-14-23)
Thurs 27" 6.30 am. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

Sat 29™ 8.00.am. - Men’s Breakfast

Sat 29" 10.30.am. - Evangelism

Sat 29" 9:00.pm. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

w/c 23" August

Sun 30" 9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Zech Venables)

Sun 30™ 11.00.am. - Morning Worship; (Philip Venables)
Mon 31 10.30.am. - Fellowship Day

Tues 1% (September) 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting. (on zoom)
Wed 2" 7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible Study (Samson Kalu)
Thurs 3 6.30 am. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

Fri 4" 9.15.am. - Prayer Meeting

Fri 4" 10.00.am to midday - The Way Cafe

Sat 5" 10.00.am - Ladies Conference: Disentangled (Jo Johnson)
Sat 5" 10.30.am. - Evangelism

Sat 5% 9:00.pm. - Prayer Meeting (on zoom)

News

Satare Shirpanjeh moved to Newcastle on June 28,

Johnathan, Candice and Keira Swaffer are due to be with us until January 7. Johnathan is participating in a pastoral internship until then with
us.

Andrew Heron is helping out at The Good News Camp run by Counties Hampshire from August 16 to 21,

Andrew Heron and Philip Venables are due to be preaching at Salem Baptist Church, Hillingdon, morning August 2" (Andrew), Hounslow West
Evangelical Church, evening of August 9™ (Philip) and United Reformed Church, Hounslow morning of August 23 (Andrew).

Notes

Equip On July 26" we plan to look at our personal time with the Lord. Then on August 23™ we have a session on the meaning of the Lord’s Supper
arranged.

Time To Study On August 16 " at the 9.30 service we plan to give ourselves to studying the Song of Songs.

Refurbishment of the rear hall is due to take place commencing on August 10

Baptism Dreena Dawas is due to be baptized at 5.00.pm. on August 22",

Cleaning If you want to help with the cleaning of the church premises then be at the church premises from 9.30.am on a Thursday morning

Men’s Events
e On August 1*there are Special Studies for the Men starting at 8.00.am..
e On August 29" we have a men’s breakfast at 8.00.am..

The Way Cafe is taking a summer break. Accordingly, it will be closed on August 14, 21%and 28%.

Fellowship Day On August 31%, August Bank Holiday Monday, we intend to spend a day together based at the church premises. Pray for a great day
and come along if you can. It is planned that the day will include:

e  Bible Teaching / Worship in the morning,

e  Lunch together with barbecue type food

e  Activities in the afternoon.

Ladies Events:
e On 15" August the ladies are due to have a "Foraging Walk” together. Meet at the church building at 9.30.am.
e  On 5" September at 10.00.am. there is due to be a conference based on the book “Disentangled”. The author of the book Jo Johnson is due to
be the speaker.




Spiritual Notes How Do You Know that God is Good?

In considering the issue of our knowing the goodness of God it is sensible for us to initially consider a prior question and that is:
Is God good? If God is not good then there is no good God to know! But the true God is good. He is and always has been and
always will be good. The Bible asserts that God is good. “The Lorp is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness
continues through all generations” (Psalm 100:5). You are good and do good; (Psalm 119:68a). Furthermore the Lord
Jesus said to the rich young ruler “No one is good - except God alone” (Luke 18:19).

So what is goodness? Goodness is that which is always pure, holy and right and operates to uphold the honour of God.
Goodness is only fully known in God Himself. But do we have any connection with that goodness? Or is that goodness a purely
abstract thing that exists in God alone and is not communicated outside of Himself? We have seen from Psalm 119:68a that
God is not just good, but acts to do good. And we can see this goodness revealed in His great creatorial acts. But does this
goodness ever encounter our lives in a personal way?

We are made in the Image of God to be those who reflect God and so we are immediately aware that our humanity is in fact a
reflection of the God who is good. We look at our beings and we see that it is only a good God who could create in such a way.
However the sad reality is that sin has come into our lives. There has been a blockage which has been created by our rebellion
against God. So now we can be observers of God's goodness whilst not having the full experience of that goodness because sin
has invaded our beings. Accordingly, we see God's goodness in the fact that we have food that we can eat and this is an
indication of how good God is. But because of our sin we fail to register the magnificent goodness of God who gives this food
but rather turn and acknowledge the supply as being according to other processes. We foul up the whole process of
acknowledging God through our sinfulness. And so we read in John 3:18-19 And this is the judgement: the light has come
into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. But this is not the final
story because God has displayed His goodness in the fullest and most remarkable way.

We see this goodness at the cross of our Lord Jesus. There we see how He laid down His life so that we can now come into the
presence of God with our sins having been taken away through His forgiving love. When this happens we come into the
wonderful situation of knowing this God in all of who He is. So the true goodness of God is known at the cross. How can we
deny that God is good when we see that He sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might know Him and enjoy
Him. We should be so appreciative of who He is and what He has done for us. At the cross we come into life and light we come
into the fullness of everything that we were called to be. Oh how good God is to us and we know that through our LORD’s cross.

The problem we have as Christians is that we take our eyes off the Lord Jesus and all that He has done for us, and is doing for
us, and tend to concentrate upon our circumstances. The unbeliever doesn't acknowledge God in any of their circumstances
because they have no fellowship with God. However, we as Christians do know that we need to acknowledge God but we tend
to have a circumstantial response to our appreciating the goodness of God. So it goes like this - when all is going well in my life
and everything is happening according to what | want - when | am passing exams, or free from ill health, or have plenty of
money and | am enjoying many good things that delight me - then we say God is good! However, when things are the other way
round we tend to say that “God is not good”, although we may not put it in those words because we are Christian people and
know that God is good. But when we see that we have ill health or in other ways things are going bad in our lives we tend
towards thinking that God is not being good to me.

It is this issue that is dealt with within the book of Job. In chapters 1-2 we see Job starting with a situation where he had
everything going well for him - he had a nice family and lots of money and lots of respect as we will see if we cross reference to
Job 29. However, everything was taken away from him and he was left with nothing; even his wife turned against him. So the
question looms: is God still good to Job? It is the question that hangs over the whole book of Job and it is the issue that Job had
to work through. His so-called friends, Eliphaz, Zophar and Bildad, concluded that he must have sin in his life and that is why he
is cut off from the goodness of God. The conclusion of the book of Job is that it was not sin in Job's life that was causing him to
be afflicted; it was simply that God was seeking to examine him as regards to whether he trusted God for who He is or whether
he trusted God for what he could get from Him. In other words do we know God is good simply because He is good or do we
depend upon displays of His goodness to know that He is good?

This is a key issue in our discipleship: do we serve God for who He is or do we serve God for what we can get from Him? The
call of the Lord Jesus is not for us to follow Him in order that we will get certain good things. Rather, we follow Him because He
is good and we know that through His cross..

The call then of the Psalms is “taste and see that the Lorb is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him” (Psalm
34:8). When we see that God sent His Son to suffer and die and be raised on the third day we see the perfection of God's
goodness on display. And so we say that we want to commit to such a God. And through the whole of our Christian lives we
cling on to the God who is good all the time because He is good all the time and we know that when we remember the cross.
And when we do so we worship. Whether all is well in our lives or all is bad we worship “Give thanks to the Lorb, for he is
good; his love endures forever” (Psalm 107:1).
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